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(57) ABSTRACT

Disclosed are methods and apparatus for setting up cellular
controlled device-to-device communications. A method can
comprise sending, from a first device to a radio network node,
a request to initiate device-to-device communication with a
second device, the request comprising an identification of the
second device and a first indicator indicating an intention of a
device-to-device type of the communication; receiving, from
the radio network node, a resource allocation; and transmit-
ting service contents in the device-to-device communication
directly between the first device and the second device using
the allocated resources.
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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
DEVICE-TO-DEVICE COMMUNICATION
SETUP

RELATED APPLICATION

This application was originally filed as PCT Application
No. PCT/CN2010/070991 filed Mar. 11, 2010.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The exemplary and non-limiting embodiments of this
invention relate generally to wireless communication tech-
nology, and more particularly, relate to the setup of cellular
controlled D2D (Device-to-Device) communication.

BACKGROUND

With the development of the future service, next generation
wireless communication systems, such as 3GPP (third Gen-
eration Partnership Project) LTE (long term evolution),
WiMAX (World Interoperability for Microwave Access) and
IMT-A (International Mobile Telecommunications-Ad-
vanced) system etc. are introduced to satisfy the QoS (Quality
of Service) of various services. However, another challenge
becomes evident: the increasing power consumption of the
mobile device and the battery capacity does not keep pace
with the increasing demand for energy to handle the upcom-
ing tasks.

To overcome the aforementioned drawbacks, cellular con-
trolled D2D communication systems are introduced.

Cellular controlled D2D communication can be seen as
one complementary for the conventional cellular communi-
cation systems, and is compatible to any cellular communi-
cation technology e.g. GSM, UMTS, 3GPP LTE, WiMAX, or
IMT-A etc. Compared with conventional cellular communi-
cation systems, cellular controlled D2D systems have the
following advantages: power saving, capacity improvement
and lower service cost etc for UE perspective, higher revenue,
larger market penetration and new services for network pro-
vider, higher revenue, service scalability for service provider,
low and energy saving for device manufacture.

More particular, cellular controlled D2D communication
refers to akind of D2D communication in which the traffic are
transmitted directly between the terminal devices such as user
equipments, while the traffic transmission is controlled by
cellular network nodes such as eNBs (evolved Node B). For
example, in a cellular controlled D2D communication, the
random access, authorization, resource provision, and charg-
ing etc. are controlled by eNBs. In addition, the D2D com-
munication with semi-distributed scheduling (which means
D2D has limited scheduling ability under eNB’s supervision)
also belongs to cellular controlled D2D communication.

However, there exist some problems to be solved in the
conventional cellular controlled D2D communication sys-
tem. FIG. 1 shows such a scenario, wherein the geographical
location of the participators (such as UE (User Equipment) 1
and UE2) intended to establish a cellular controlled D2D
communication therebetween are very close, and the partici-
pators even know the situation each other, e.g. they are face to
face in the same meeting room. For conventional cellular
communication system, all the UEs are only communicated
with eNB and they can’t communicate directly. To apply D2D
communication, according to the conventional cellular con-
trolled communication, the channel quality between UEs
should be in addition measured and feedback to eNB, so that
the eNB can decide whether or not the situation is feasible to
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set up the cellular controlled D2D communication between
UE1 and UE2. However, there is a fact that the participators
(such as UE1 and UE2) know the situation relating to the
channel quality better than the eNB. The measurement and
feedback for D2D setup resulting in large latency and
resource waste seem to be redundant in the above scenario.

From this issue, it may be desirable to provide a solution to
take advantage of the pre-knowledge of the situation of the
D2D participators to further speed up the D2D communica-
tion setup.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTIONS

To overcome limitations in the prior art described above,
and to overcome other limitations that will be apparent upon
reading and understanding the present specification, the dis-
closure provides a method for D2D communication setup and
related apparatus and computer program products.

In a first aspect of the exemplary embodiments of the
present invention provide a method that comprises sending,
from a first device to a radio network node, a request to initiate
device-to-device communication with a second device, the
request comprising an identification of the second device and
a first indicator indicating an intention of a device-to-device
type of the communication; receiving, from the radio network
node, a resource allocation; and transmitting service contents
in the device-to-device communication directly between the
first device and the second device using the allocated
resources. The first indicator can indicate the resource allo-
cation made by the radio network node is performed without
procedure of probing and measurement report feedback

In an exemplary embodiment, the first indicator can com-
prise a flag identifying the type of device-to-device commu-
nication.

In an exemplary embodiment, the first indicator can com-
prise a flag identifying a proximity level between the first
device and the second device. Alternatively or additionally,
the first indicator can comprise a flag identifying a level of
channel quality between the first device and the second
device.

In an exemplary embodiment, the call setup request can
further comprise a second indicator indicative of information
about interest service contents desired to be transmitted in the
device-to-device communication, so that information about
the interest service being learned by the second device prior to
the transmitting. In the device-to-device communication,
only service contents related to the interest service contents is
received from the second device.

In an exemplary embodiment, the call setup request can
further comprise a third indicator indicative of a preferred
radio access technology to be used by the device-to-device
communication; and the resources are allocated based on the
third indicator. The third indicator can comprise a label
indicative of the type of licensed band or a type of unlicensed
band. When the third indicator indicates the type of licensed
band, the resources can be allocated from a licensed band; and
when the third indicator indicates the type of unlicensed band,
the resources can be allocated from an unlicensed band.

In a second aspect of the exemplary embodiments of the
present invention provide a method that comprises receiving,
from a first device, a request to initiate cellular controlled
device-to-device communication with a second device, the
request comprising an identification of the second device and
a first indicator indicating an intention of a device-to-device
type of the communication; allocating resources for the
device-to-device communication; and sending a resource
allocation indicative of the resources allocated for the device-
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to-device communication to both the first device and the
second device. The allocation of resources can be performed
directly based on the first indicator without a procedure of
probing and measurement report feedback

In an exemplary embodiment, the call setup request can
further comprise a second indicator indicative of information
about an interest service contents desired to be transmitted in
the device-to-device communication; and the method can
further comprise: sending information about the interest ser-
vice to the second device together with the resource alloca-
tion, so that the second device sends only service contents
related to the interest service contents to the first device in the
device-to-device communication.

In an exemplary embodiment, the call setup request can
further comprise a third indicator indicative of a preferred
radio access technology to be used by the device-to-device
communication; and allocating resources can comprise allo-
cating resources based on the third indicator.

In a third aspect of the exemplary embodiments of the
present invention provide an apparatus that comprises a trans-
mitter; a receiver; and a controller configurable with the trans-
mitter and the receiver to send from a first device to a radio
network node, a request to initiate device-to-device commu-
nication with a second device, the request comprising an
identification of the second device and a first indicator indi-
cating an intention of a device-to-device type of the commu-
nication; receive from the radio network node, a resource
allocation; and transmit service contents in the device-to-
device communication directly between the first device and
the second device using the allocated resources.

In a fourth aspect of the exemplary embodiments of the
present invention provide an apparatus that comprises a
receiver; a transmitter; and a controller configurable with the
receiver and the transmitter to receive from a first device, a
request to initiate cellular controlled device-to-device com-
munication with a second device, the request comprising an
identification of the second device and a first indicator indi-
cating an intention of a device-to-device type of the commu-
nication; allocate resources for the device-to-device commu-
nication; and send a resource allocation indicative of the
resources allocated for the device-to-device communication
to both the first device and the second device.

In a fifth aspect of the exemplary embodiments of the
present invention provide a radio access device comprising
the apparatus according to a fifth aspect of the exemplary
embodiments.

In a sixth aspect of the exemplary embodiments of the
present invention provide an apparatus that comprises means
for sending from a first device to a radio network node, a
request to initiate device-to-device communication with a
second device, the request comprising an identification of the
second device and a first indicator indicating an intention of a
device-to-device type of the communication; means for
receiving from the radio network node, a resource allocation;
and means for transmitting service contents in the device-to-
device communication directly between the first device and
the second device using the allocated resources.

In a seventh aspect of the exemplary embodiments of the
present invention provide an apparatus that comprises means
for receiving from a first device, a request to initiate cellular
controlled device-to-device communication with a second
device, the request comprising an identification of the second
device and a first indicator indicating an intention of a device-
to-device type of the communication; means for allocating
resources for the device-to-device communication; and
means for sending a resource allocation indicative of the
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resources allocated for the device-to-device communication
to both the first device and the second device.

In an eighth aspect of the exemplary embodiments of the
present invention provide a computer program product com-
prising at least one computer readable storage medium hav-
ing computer program instructions stored therein, the execu-
tion of which result in operations that comprises: sending,
from a first device to a radio network node, a request to initiate
device-to-device communication with a second device, the
request comprising an identification of the second device and
a first indicator indicating an intention of a device-to-device
type of the communication; receiving, from the radio network
node, a resource allocation; and transmitting service contents
in the device-to-device communication directly between the
first device and the second device using the allocated
resources.

In a ninth aspect of the exemplary embodiments of the
present invention provide a computer program product com-
prising at least one computer readable storage medium hav-
ing computer program instructions stored therein, the execu-
tion of which result in operations that comprises: receiving,
from a first device, a request to initiate cellular controlled
device-to-device communication with a second device, the
request comprising an identification of the second device and
a first indicator indicating an intention of a device-to-device
type of the communication; allocating resources for the
device-to-device communication; and sending a resource
allocation indicative of the resources allocated for the device-
to-device communication to both the first device and the
second device.

Generally, all terms used in the claims are to be interpreted
according to their ordinary meaning in the technical field,
unless explicitly defined otherwise herein. All references to
“a/an/the [element, device, apparatus, component, means,
step, etc]” are to be interpreted openly as referring to at least
one instance of said element, device, apparatus, component,
means, step, etc., unless explicitly stated otherwise. The steps
of'any method disclosed herein do not have to be performed in
the exact order disclosed, unless explicitly stated.

Those of skill in the art will appreciate that the above is
merely an introduction to the subject matter described in
more detail below. Other objectives, features and advantages
of the present invention will appear from the following
detailed disclosure, from the attached dependent claims as
well as from the drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments of the present invention will now be
described in more detail, reference being made to the
enclosed drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 shows a scenario of cellular controlled D2D com-
munication;

FIG. 2 is a flow chart illustrating a D2D communication
setup in a conventional scheme;

FIG. 3 is a flow chart illustrating a D2D communication
setup in accordance with exemplary embodiments of the
present invention;

FIG. 4 is a flow chart illustrating a D2D communication
setup in accordance with another exemplary embodiments of
the present invention;

FIG. 5A shows a scenario of cellular controlled D2D com-
munication using licensed band and FIG. 5B shows a flow
chart illustrating the D2D communication setup therein, in
accordance with exemplary embodiments of the present
invention;
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FIG. 6A shows a scenario of cellular controlled D2D com-
munication using unlicensed band and FIG. 6B shows a flow
chart illustrating the D2D communication setup therein, in
accordance with exemplary embodiments of the present
invention;

FIGS. 7 and 8 are logic flow diagrams that illustrate the
operations of methods in accordance with exemplary
embodiments of the present invention; and

FIG. 9 shows a simplified block diagram of various devices
that are suitable for use in practicing the exemplary embodi-
ments of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EXEMPLARY
EMBODIMENTS

An exemplary embodiment of the present invention will be
hereinafter described with reference to the drawings.

FIG. 2 is a flow chart illustrating a D2D communication
setup in the current cellular controlled D2D communication
system, in the scenario as shown in FIG. 1. In step 201, UE
100 (UE1) sends a call setup request to an eNB 120 which is
serving the cellular communication of UE 100, to initiate a
D2D communication between UE 100 (UE1) and UE 140
(UE2). The call setup request is a common call setup request
message as that in the cellular communication system, with-
out including any position information of UE1 and UE2 or
any expression of the D2D communication intention.

Then, as in the cellular communication system, after
receiving the call setup request, the eNB 120 traditionally
triggers UE 100 and UE 140 probing and measuring the
channel quality between UEs, so as to seek the feasibility of
D2D communication. As shown in step 202 and 203, eNB 120
send a D2D probing command such as a D2D probing
resource grant message, to UE1 and UE2 respectively. Then
these UEs send probing signal to each other in step 204 and
feedback measurement reports to eNB 120 (step 205 and
206). Accord to the measurement reports from UE1 and UE2,
eNB 120 can make a decision whether or not the channel
quality between UE1 and UE2 can satisfy the establishment
of a D2D communication between UE1 and UE2.

Obviously, the channel quality between UE1 and UE2 can
satisfy a D2D communication, because the geographical
location of between UE1 and UE2 are very close, e.g. they are
face to face in the same meeting room. As such, eNB 120 can
make a decision to establish a D2D communication between
UE1 and UE2. Then eNB 120 would allocates resources for
the D2D communication and send a D2D traffic resource
grant message indicative of the allocated resources to partici-
pators (UE1 and UE2) of the D2D communication as shown
in steps 207 and 208. Then, traffic transmission directly
between UE1 and UE2 starts using the allocated resources.

It can be seen that, it is unnecessary to probe and feedback
measurement reports for the D2D setup since in fact UE 100
knows the situation better than eNB 120 in the presented
scenario. In light of this, the conventional scheme would
result in large latency and resource waste due to the probing
and measurement report feedback in steps 202 to 206.

Then, one of the inventor’s basic ideas is to let the D2D
communication participator UE to express its know-how to
eNB while send D2D call setup request, so as to save the
probing resource and speed up the setup process.

FIG. 3 is a flow chart illustrating a procedure of a D2D
communication setup in accordance with exemplary embodi-
ments of the present invention.

In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, a
device, such as UE 100, is intended to transmitting service
contents with other devices (such as UE 140) by means of
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cellular controlled D2D communication. UE 100 has some
kinds of pre-knowledge with regard to the feasibility of D2D
communication between the intended D2D communication
participators (e.g. UE 100 and UE 140). For example, UE 100
and UE 140 may be located face to face in a same meeting
room, so that UE 100 and UE 140 can predict that the channel
quantity therebetween is good enough to satisfy a cellular
controlled D2D communication.

Inthe scenario described as above, to speed up the D2D call
setup, in step 301, UE 100 (UE1) can send to eNB 120 a call
setup request to initiate a D2D communication between UE
100 and UE 140 (UE2). Different from the conventional call
setup request, this call set request includes the callee’s iden-
tification and an additional indicator, to express the intention
of'a D2D type of the communication.

For example, The call set request can include the UE2’s
phone number and one flag, such as a “*” or “#”, to indicate
the type of the communication which UE1 intended to estab-
lish by this request is a cellular controlled D2D communica-
tion. The callee’s phone number and the additional indicator
can be both inputted by a user of UE1 through an input
interface of UE1, e.g. a keyboard. When the user of UE1
intents to initiate a D2D communication between UE1 and
another UE such as UE2 located close to UE1, he/she can dial
UE2’s phone number, and then press a “*” or “#” key, or a
special key for identifying the type of D2D communication.

Inanother exemplary embodiment, the indicator indicating
an intention of a D2D type of the communication can be
added in the call setup request automatically by the UE1
according to a pre-determined setting, without the user’s
manual input. For example, there can be a list of identifiers
(forexample in amemory in UE1), and arule is set previously
so that communications between UE1 and any of callees
whose identifier lies in this list should be D2D communica-
tion. Then, when a callee’s identifier of this list is dialed to
initiate a call, UE1 can automatically add a flag identifying
the type of D2D communication into the call setup request to
be sent to eNB 120.

Inanother exemplary embodiment, the indicator indicating
an intention of a D2D type of the communication can com-
prise a flag identifying a proximity level between the caller
(such as UE1) and the callee (such as UE2). The proximity
level belongs to the pre-knowledge of UE1, and can be deter-
mined by the user of UE1 or UEL1 itself according to a pre-
determined criterion. For example, when the distance
between the caller and callee is within one meter, the prox-
imity level is high; when the distance between the caller and
callee is in the scope of one meter to ten meters, the proximity
level is middle; and the distance the caller and callee is in the
scope of ten meters to within fifty meters, the proximity level
is low. The distant can be estimated by the user of UE1
through eye survey, or obtained by UE1 with some pre-
knowledge, such as measurement report obtained during a
previous communication between UE1 and UE2. Addition-
ally or alternatively, the indicator indicating an intention of a
D2D type of the communication can comprise a flag identi-
fying a level of channel quality between the first device and
the second device. Similar to the flag identifying proximity
level, the flag identifying a level of channel quality belongs to
the pre-knowledge of UE1 and can also be obtained by UE1
with some pre-knowledge, such as measurement report
obtained during a previous communication between UE1 and
UE2.

It should be appreciated, the call setup request can com-
prise a group including any combination of the additional
indicators, i.e. any combination of a flag identifying the type
of D2D communication, a flag identifying a proximity level
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between the first device and the second device, a flag identi-
fying a level of channel quality between the first device and
the second device.

In response to the receipt of the call setup request from
UE1, from the additional indicator indicative of the intention
of a D2D communication, eNB 120 can make sure that the
channel quantity between the caller and the callee (between
UE1 and UE2) is good enough to satisfy a cellular controlled
D2D communication. Thereby, eNB 120 can allocate
resources for the requested D2D communication directly
based on the additional indicator in step 302, without the
procedures of sending probe command, receiving measure-
ment report and making a decision if a D2D type of commu-
nication is possible according to the measurement report as in
the conventional scheme.

In another exemplary embodiment, when the additional
indicator comprises a flag identifying proximity level and/or
a flag identifying a level of channel quality, the eNB 120 can
further determine whether or not a D2D type of communica-
tion is feasible currently based on the proximity level and/or
the level of channel quality. For example, when there are too
many users requesting for D2D communications at that time,
eNB 120 may determine D2D call setup requests with low
proximity level are not feasible. Rather, when there are few
users requesting for D2D communications at that time, eNB
120 may determine D2D call setup requests with low prox-
imity level are also feasible.

Then, eNB 120 can send a D2D resource allocation to all of
the D2D participators, to indicate the resources allocated for
the D2D communication among these participators. For
example, eNB 120 sends a D2D traffic resource grant mes-
sage to UE1 and UE2 as shown in steps 303 and 304, respec-
tively. As such, UE1 and UE2 can transmit service contents
directly therebetween using the allocated resources in step
305.

Although the invention is discussed with respect to an
E-UTRAN (Evolved-Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Net-
work) system, it is recognized by one of ordinary skill in the
art that the invention has applicability to any type of cellular
radio access systems, including radio access systems of
GSM, UMTS, WiMAX, WiFi (Wireless Fidelity), etc. As
such, in an exemplary embodiment, instead of eNB 120, the
cellular controlled D2D communication can be controlled by
other cellular network node, such as a base station in GSM,
UMTS, WiIMAX, or WiFi access system etc.

It can be seen that exemplary embodiments of the present
invention can speed up D2D call setup for the scenario
described as above by adding an additional flag into the call
setup request to indicate the intention of D2D communication
between the participators, by virtue of the pre-knowledge
about the position of the participators, e.g. face to face in the
same office. In the exemplary embodiments, D2D communi-
cation participators such as UE1 can predict channel quality
most probably good enough for D2D communication where
the D2D communication participators know they are close to
each other with even possible in light of the sight of the
channel condition therebetween. Thereby, comparing with
the conventional scheme, the above exemplary embodiments
skip at least two steps like probing and measurement report
feedback, and the D2D communication participators can trig-
ger a cellular controlled D2D communication proactively.

In an alternative embodiment of the present invention, in
addition to the additional indicator for indicating the type of
a D2D communication, the request can further comprises
another additional indicator indicative of information about
interest service contents desired to be transmitted in the
intended D2D communication, so that information about the
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interest service being learned by the other D2D participator
(such as UE2) prior to the actual D2D transmission; and then
UE2 can only send to UE1 service contents related to the
interest service contents. FIG. 4 shows a flow chart of a D2D
communication setup in accordance with this exemplary
embodiment.

This solution is helpful especially for visitors in a museum
ora film festival. For the convenience of visitors in a museum
or a film festival, the database of the museum or the organi-
zation of the film festival may supply audio information for
each exhibition wirelessly through a special device such as a
serving point referred to as an AP(access point) 160. Then,
visitors can receive audio information for each exhibition
stand through their mobile phones (referred to as UE 100),
take mobile phones as audio guiders and download audio
information from the database. In this scenario, the channel
conditions between visitors’ mobile phones and the AP are
always good enough for a D2D communication, since the
visitors’ mobile phones are always close to the AP. In con-
ventional D2D communication mechanism, even though the
visitor knows he can communicate with the serving point (AP
160) by D2D communication, probing and D2D measure-
ment report should be triggered before the actual D2D com-
munication, and then information of all exhibitions will be
downloaded from the database to visitors’ mobile phones. If
one visitor only interests some exhibitions, downloading the
information of all exhibitions seems very wasteful and may
cause unnecessary slow downloading rate.

In light of this, in an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, in addition to the additional indicator for indicating
the D2D communication intention, another indicator is added
into the call setup request to indicate which exhibition audio
information should be downloaded, so as to avoid passive
reception of all exhibition audio information. For example,
the indicator indicative of the interest service contents can be
a list of movie indexes of preferred movies. For example, the
call setup request can include these indicators in the following
form: the identifier of the D2D callee (e.g. AP 160)+one “*”
indicative of'the D2D intention, +labels, wherein the label can
take a form of m (refers to movie)+moive_name. As shown in
FIG. 4, Call setup request including the two kind of additional
indicators are sent from UE 100 to eNB 120.

Then, similar as the setup procedure shown in FIG. 3, in
response to the receipt of the call setup request from UE 100,
from the additional indicator indicative of the intention of a
D2D communication, eNB 120 can make sure that the chan-
nel quantity between the caller and the callee (between UE
100 and AP 160) is good enough to satisfy a cellular con-
trolled D2D communication. Thereby, eNB 120 can directly
allocate resources for the requested D2D communication in
step 402 and send a D2D resource grant message to all of the
D2D participators in steps 403 and 404, to indicate the
resources allocated for the D2D communication between UE
100 and AP 160. Together with the resource allocation, the
information about the interest service contents, which is indi-
cated by the additional indicator in the call setup request, is
also sent to AP 160.

As soon as the receipt of the D2D resource grant message
for the D2D communication, the special AP 160 can send to
UE 100 directly in step 405, the interested service contents,
e.g. audio information of the preferred movies, voice and/or
audio guider of the interested exhibitions, according to the
received information about the interest service contents.
Thereby, UE 100 can receive service contents only related to
the interest service contents, so that UE 100 can avoid passive
reception of all exhibition audio information.
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In an alternative embodiment of the present invention, in
addition to the additional indicator for indicating an intention
of'a D2D type of the communication, the request can further
comprises another additional indicator indicative of a pre-
ferred radio access technology (RAT) to be used by the cel-
lular controlled D2D communication. And then the cellular
network node can allocate resources based on the indicated
preferred radio access technology.

The preferred radio access technology can be indicated by
a label indicative of a type of licensed band or a type of
unlicensed band. It should be noted that no matter service
contents transmission in the D2D communication between
devices use resources in any kind of radio access technology,
authorization and other control signaling should be controlled
by eNB in the cellular system to improve security perfor-
mance. FIGS. 5 and 6 show scenarios of cellular controlled
D2D communication supporting heterogeneous radio access
technology.

FIG. 5A shows scenarios a scenario of cellular controlled
D2D communication using licensed band and FIG. 5B shows
a flow chart illustrating the D2D communication setup
therein, in accordance with exemplary embodiments of the
present invention. In step 501, via a secured cellular link, UE
100 can send to eNB 120 a call setup request, which includes
aflag indicative of the intention of a D2D communication and
alabel indicative of the preferred radio access technology. For
example, the label indicative of the preferred radio access
technology can indicate a type of licensed band, e.g. “cellu-
lar”, for the purpose of e.g. guaranteed QoS.

Then, similar as the setup procedure shown in FIG. 3, in
response to the receipt of the call setup request from UE 100,
from the additional indicator indicative of the intention of a
D2D communication, eNB 120 can make sure that the chan-
nel quantity between the caller and the callee (between UE
100 and AP 160) is good enough to satisfy a cellular con-
trolled D2D communication. Thereby, eNB 120 can directly
allocate resources for the requested D2D communication
based on the label indicative ofa type of licensed band, in step
502. For example, when the label indicates “cellular”, eNB
120 can allocate resources from bands of a cellular commu-
nication system, e.g. GSM/GPRS, CDMA, WCDMA, TD-
SCDMA, etc.

Then, eNB 120 sends a D2D resource grant message to all
of'the D2D participators (suchas UE 100 and AP 160) in steps
503 and 504, to indicate the resources allocated for the D2D
communication between UE 100 and AP 160. As such, UE
100 and AP 160 can transmit service contents directly ther-
ebetween using the allocated resources in bands of the cellu-
lar communication system, in step 505.

FIG. 6A shows a scenario of cellular controlled D2D com-
munication using unlicensed band and FIG. 6B shows a flow
chart illustrating the D2D communication setup therein, in
accordance with exemplary embodiments of the present
invention. In step 601, via a secured cellular link, UE 100 can
send to eNB 120 a call setup request, which includes a flag
indicative of the intention of a D2D communication and a
label indicative of the preferred radio access technology. For
example, the label indicative of the preferred radio access
technology can indicate a type of unlicensed band, e.g.
“WLAN”, for the purpose of e.g. cost saving.

Then, similar as the setup procedure shown in FI1G. 3, eNB
120 can directly allocate resources for the requested D2D
communication based on the label indicative of a type of
unlicensed band, in step 602. For example, when the label
indicates “WLAN”, eNB 120 can allocate resources from
bands of a WLAN communication system. Then, eNB 120
sends messages to all of the D2D participators (such as UE
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10
100 and AP 160) in steps 603 and 604, to authorize the D2D
resources to UE 100 and AP 160 respectively. As such, UE
100 and AP 160 can transmit service contents directly ther-
ebetween, using the authorized resources in bands of the
WLAN system, in step 605.

It should be appreciated, the call setup request can com-
prise all of the indicator indicating an intention of a D2D type
of the communication, the indicator indicative of information
about interest service contents desired to be transmitted in the
D2D communication, and the indicator indicative of a pre-
ferred radio access technology to be used by the D2D com-
munication.

It should be appreciated, although the callee in the embodi-
ments as shown in FIGS. 5 and 6 is a AP, it is just an example,
and the present invention is not intended to be limited to this.
For example, the callee can be a special D2D device, such as
a UE supporting heterogeneous D2D transmission. Mean-
while, communication between eNB 120 and the callee such
as AP 160 in the steps 503 and 604 can be carried wirelessly,
or wirely (e.g. through X2 interface).

It should be further appreciated that although the descrip-
tion thus far has been primarily in the context of two devices
that are involved in the D2D connection, the use of these
exemplary embodiments may involve more than two devices
in a given D2D connection. For example, one or more of
FIGS. 3, 4, 5 and 6 may be modified to include a UE1, UE2,
UE3, and AP1, AP2 and AP3.

FIGS. 7 and 8 are logic flow diagrams that illustrate the
operations of methods, and a result of executions of computer
program instructions, in accordance with the exemplary
embodiments of this invention for establishing a cellular con-
trolled D2D communication between a first device and a
second device, and more specifically is descriptive of mes-
sage flow between a mobile communication device such as
UE 100, and a cellular network access point or node, such as
the eNB 120.

At Block 710 there is a step of sending, from a first device
(such as UE1) to a radio network node (such as eNB 120), a
request to initiate device-to-device communication with a
second device (such as UE2 or AP), the request comprising an
identification of the second device and a first indicator indi-
cating an intention of a device-to-device type of the commu-
nication. At Block 720 there is a step of receiving, from the
radio network node, a resource allocation. The resource allo-
cation can indicate resources allocated for the device-to-de-
vice communication. The first indicator can indicate that the
allocation of resources should be performed directly by the
radio network node without a procedure of probing and mea-
surement report feedback. At Block 730 there is a step of
transmitting service contents in the device-to-device commu-
nication directly between the first device and the second
device using the allocated resources.

At Block 810 there is a step of receiving, from a first device
(such as UE1), a request to initiate cellular controlled device-
to-device communication with a second device (such as UE2
or AP), the request comprising an identification of the second
device and a first indicator indicating an intention of a device-
to-device type of the communication. At Block 820 there is a
step of allocating resources for the device-to-device commu-
nication. The allocation of resources can be performed
directly based on the first indicator without a procedure of
probing and measurement report feedback. At Block 830
there is a step of sending a resource allocation indicative of
the resources allocated for the device-to-device communica-
tion to both the first device and the second device.

The various blocks shown in FIGS. 7 and 8 may be viewed
as method steps, and/or as operations that result from opera-
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tion of computer program code, and/or as a plurality of
coupled logic circuit elements constructed to carry out the
associated function(s).

Now reference is made to FIG. 9 illustrating a simplified
block diagram of various electronic devices that are suitable
for use in practicing the exemplary embodiments of the
present invention. In FIG. 9, a cellular wireless network 900
is adapted for communication with an apparatus, such as a
mobile communication device which may be referred to as a
UE 100, via a cellular network access node or network entity,
such as a Node B (base station), and more specifically an eNB
120. The network 900 may include infrastructure network
control elements (not shown) that provide connectivity with
the other network, such as a telephone network and/or a data
communications network (e.g., the internet). The infrastruc-
ture network control elements can be organized in a basic
structure and operate in a basic way well known to one skilled
in the art. A service access point such as an AP (referred to as
an AP 160) may be coupled to eNB 120 through X2 interface.
UE 100 can establish a D2D communicate path 903 with AP
160 according to the exemplary embodiments of the present
invention as discussed above. In practice there will be a plu-
rality of mobile communication devices (e.g., UE 100, UE
140). A D2D communication path 902 between UE 100 to UE
140 can be established according to the exemplary embodi-
ments of the present invention as discussed above.

The UE 100 includes a data processor (DP) 100A, a
memory (MEM) 100B that stores a program (PROG) 100C,
and a suitable radio frequency (RF) transceiver 100D for
bidirectional wireless communications 901 with the eNB 120
via one or more antennas. In an exemplary embodiment, the
transceiver 100D in the UE 100 can be used for D2D com-
munications in both licensed band (e.g. cellular band) and
unlicensed band (e.g. WLAN band). Alternatively, the trans-
ceiver 100D can comprise separate components to support
D2D communications in licensed band (e.g. cellular band)
and unlicensed band (e.g. WLAN band) respectively.

The AP 160 also includes a DP 160A, a MEM 160B that
stores a PROG 160C, and a suitable RF transceiver 160D. In
an exemplary embodiment, the transceiver 160D in the AP
160 can be used for D2D communications in both licensed
band (e.g. cellular band) and unlicensed band (e.g. WLAN
band). Alternatively, the transceiver 160D can comprise sepa-
rate components to support D2D communications in licensed
band (e.g. cellular band) and unlicensed band (e.g. WLAN
band) respectively.

The eNB 120 also includes a DP 120A, a MEM 120B that
stores a PROG 120C, and a suitable RF transceiver 120D.

Atleast one of the PROGs 100C, 120C, 160C is assumed to
include program instructions that, when executed by the asso-
ciated DP, enable the electronic device to operate in accor-
dance with the exemplary embodiments of this invention, as
discussed above. That is, the exemplary embodiments of this
invention may be implemented at least in part by computer
software executable by the DP 100A ofthe UE 100, by the DP
120A of the eNB 120, and by the DP 160A of the AP 160, or
by hardware, or by a combination of software and hardware.
The basic structure and operation of UE 100, eNB 120 and AP
160 are known to one skilled in the art.

In general, the various embodiments of the UE 100 can
include, but are not limited to, cellular telephones, personal
digital assistants (PDAs) having cellular wireless communi-
cation capabilities, portable computers having cellular wire-
less communication capabilities, image capture devices such
as digital cameras having wireless communication capabili-
ties, gaming devices having cellular wireless communication
capabilities, music storage and playback appliances having

30

40

45

12

cellular wireless communication capabilities, Internet appli-
ances permitting cellular wireless Internet access and brows-
ing, as well as portable units or terminals that incorporate
combinations of such functions.

The MEMs 100B, 120B, 160B may be of any type suitable
to the local technical environment and may be implemented
using any suitable data storage technology, such as semicon-
ductor based memory devices, flash memory, magnetic
memory devices and systems, optical memory devices and
systems, fixed memory and removable memory. The DPs
100A, 120A, 160A may be of any type suitable to the local
technical environment, and may include one or more of gen-
eral purpose computers, special purpose computers, micro-
processors, digital signal processors (DSPs) and processors
based on multi-core processor architectures, as non-limiting
examples.

In general, the various exemplary embodiments may be
implemented in hardware or special purpose circuits, soft-
ware, logic or any combination thereof. For example, some
aspects may be implemented in hardware, while other aspects
may be implemented in firmware or software which may be
executed by a controller, microprocessor or other computing
device, although the invention is not limited thereto. While
various aspects of the exemplary embodiments of this inven-
tion may be illustrated and described as block diagrams, flow
charts, or using some other pictorial representation, it is well
understood that these blocks, apparatus, systems, techniques
or methods described herein may be implemented in, as non-
limiting examples, hardware, software, firmware, special pur-
pose circuits or logic, general purpose hardware or controller
or other computing devices, or some combination thereof.

As such, it should be appreciated that at least some aspects
of the exemplary embodiments of the inventions may be
practiced in various components such as integrated circuit
chips and modules. It should thus be appreciated that the
exemplary embodiments of this invention may be realized in
an apparatus that is embodied as an integrated circuit, where
the integrated circuit may comprise circuitry (as well as pos-
sibly firmware) for embodying at least one or more of a data
processor, a digital signal processor, baseband circuitry and
radio frequency circuitry that are configurable so as to operate
in accordance with the exemplary embodiments of this inven-
tion.

It should be appreciated that at least some aspects of the
exemplary embodiments of the inventions may be embodied
in computer-executable instructions, such as in one or more
program modules, executed by one or more computers or
other devices. Generally, program modules include routines,
programs, objects, components, data structures, etc. that per-
form particular tasks or implement particular abstract data
types when executed by a processor in a computer or other
device. The computer executable instructions may be stored
on a computer readable medium such as a hard disk, optical
disk, removable storage media, solid state memory, RAM,
etc. As will be appreciated by one of skill in the art, the
functionality of the program modules may be combined or
distributed as desired in various embodiments. In addition,
the functionality may be embodied in whole or in part in
firmware or hardware equivalents such as integrated circuits,
field programmable gate arrays (FPGA), and the like.

The present invention includes any novel feature or com-
bination of features disclosed herein either explicitly or any
generalization thereof. Various modifications and adaptations
to the foregoing exemplary embodiments of this invention
may become apparent to those skilled in the relevant arts in
view of the foregoing description, when read in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings. However, any and all modi-
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fications will still fall within the scope of the non-Limiting
and exemplary embodiments of this invention.

What is claimed is:
1. A method, comprising:
sending, by a first device to a radio network node, a request
to initiate device-to-device communication with a sec-
ond device, the request comprising an identification of
the second device and a first indicator comprising a
proximity indicator representative of a distance between
the first device and the second device;
receiving, from the radio network node, a resource alloca-
tion for the device-to-device communication; and

transmitting, using the resource allocation, content in the
device-to-device communication directly between the
first device and the second device.

2. The method according to claim 1, wherein the proximity
indicator comprises a flag representative of the distance
between the first device and the second device.

3. The method according to claim 1, wherein the request
further comprises a second indicator indicative of informa-
tion about the content desired to be transmitted in the device-
to-device communication; and wherein the method further
comprises receiving the content only related to the informa-
tion of content from the second device.

4. The method according to claim 1, wherein the the
resource allocation is performed by the radio network node
based on the first indicator, without a procedure of probing
and measurement report feedback.

5. A method, comprising:

receiving, from a first device, a request to initiate cellular

controlled device-to-device communication with a sec-
ond device, the request comprising an identification of
the second device and a first indicator comprising a
proximity indicator representative of a distance between
the first device and the second device;

allocating one or more resources for the device-to-device

communication; and

sending, to the first device and the second device, a

resource allocation indicative of the one or more
resources allocated for the device-to-device communi-
cation.

6. The method according to claim 5, wherein the proximity
indicator comprises a flag representative of the distance
between the first device and the second device.

7. The method according to claim 5, wherein the request
further comprises a second indicator indicative of informa-
tion about the content desired to be transmitted in the device-
to-device communication; and

wherein the sending further comprises: sending informa-

tion about the content to the second device together with
the resource allocation, wherein the second device sends
only the content related to the information of content to
the first device in the device-to-device communication.

8. The method according to claim 5, wherein the allocating
is performed directly based on the first indicator without a
procedure of probing and measurement report feedback.

9. An apparatus, comprising at least one processor and at
least one memory including computer program code, the at
least one memory and the computer program code configured
to, with the processor, cause the apparatus to at least perform:

send, by a first device to a radio network node, a request to

initiate device-to-device communication with a second
device, the request comprising an identification of the
second device and a first indicator comprising a proxim-
ity indicator representative of a distance between the
first device and the second device;
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receive, from the radio network node, a resource allocation

for the device-to-device communication; and

transmit, using the resource allocation, content in the

device-to-device communication directly between the
first device and the second device.

10. The apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the prox-
imity indicator comprises a flag representative of the distance
between the first device and the second device.

11. The apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the first
indicator comprises a flag identifying a level of channel qual-
ity between the first device and the second device.

12. The apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the request
further comprises a second indicator indicative of informa-
tion about the content desired to be transmitted in the device-
to-device communication; and wherein the apparatus is fur-
ther configured to at least receive content only related to the
information of content from the second device.

13. The apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the request
further comprises a third indicator indicative of a preferred
radio access technology to be used by the device-to-device
communication; and wherein the resource allocation is based
on the third indicator.

14. An apparatus, comprising at least one processor and at
least one memory including computer program code, the at
least one memory and the computer program code configured
to, with the processor, cause the apparatus to at least perform:

receive, from a first device, a request to initiate cellular

controlled device-to-device communication with a sec-
ond device, the request comprising an identification of
the second device and a first indicator comprising a
proximity indicator representative of a distance between
the first device and the second device;

allocate one or more resources for the device-to-device

communication; and

send, to the first device and the second device, a resource

allocation indicative of the one or more resources allo-
cated for the device-to-device communication.

15. The apparatus according to claim 14, wherein the prox-
imity indicator comprises a flag representative of the distance
between the first device and the second device.

16. The apparatus according to claim 14, wherein the
request further comprises a second indicator indicative of
information about the content desired to be transmitted in the
device-to-device communication; and

wherein the apparatus is further configured to at least: send

information about the content to the second device
together with the resource allocation, wherein the sec-
ond device sends only the content related to the infor-
mation of content to the first device in the device-to-
device communication.

17. The apparatus according to claim 14, wherein the
request further comprises a third indicator indicative of a
preferred radio access technology to be used by the device-
to-device communication; and, wherein the apparatus is fur-
ther configured to at least allocate resources based on the third
indicator.

18. The apparatus according to claim 14, wherein the
resource allocation is performed without a procedure of prob-
ing and measurement report feedback.

19. A computer program product comprising at least one
non-transitory computer readable storage medium having
computer program instructions stored therein, the execution
of which result in operations that comprises:

sending, by a first device to a radio network node, a request

to initiate device-to-device communication with a sec-
ond device, the request comprising an identification of
the second device and a first indicator comprising a
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proximity indicator representative of a distance between
the first device and the second device;
receiving, from the radio network node, a resource alloca-
tion for the device-to-device communication; and

transmitting, using the resource allocation, content in the
device-to-device communication directly between the
first device and the second device.

20. A computer program product comprising at least one
non-transitory computer readable storage medium having
computer program instructions stored therein, the execution
of which result in operations that comprises:

receiving, from a first device, a request to initiate cellular

controlled device-to-device communication with a sec-
ond device, the request comprising an identification of
the second device and a first indicator comprising a
proximity indicator representative of a distance between
the first device and the second device;

allocating one or more resources for the device-to-device

communication; and

sending, to the first device and the second device, a

resource allocation indicative of the one or more
resources allocated for the device-to-device communi-
cation.
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